
East Hoathly and Halland Village Show Society 

East Hoathly and Halland Village Show Society aims to preserve the 
traditions of the Village Show.  We embrace Horticulture, Cookery, 
Crafts, Flower Arranging with categories for Adults and Juniors.  We 
encourage entrants with liCle experience as well as seasoned 
professionals.  The intention is to stimulate friendly competition  whilst 
pursuing perfection.  We are affiliated to the Royal Horticultural Society 
and 2018 is our 46th season.  Prior to the formation of the current Society, 
the Parish had a Flower Show dating back to at least the laCer part of the 
1890s. 



The Society has a strong link with the Parish Garden Plots and is pleased 
to sponsor the Community Garden which helps local residents without 
access to a garden to grow and share fresh produce.  The creation of the 
Garden Plots has helped to improve the number of entrants into our 
Shows.  We strongly support the protection of the Garden Plots and 
believe that they are an asset of significant community value. 

 

The Society primarily uses the Village 
Hall for its events.  These normally 
include a talk/demonstration on a 
horticultural subject, a Spring and 
Autumn Show which are whole day 
events and a combined Annual 
General Meeting and Quiz Night.  In 
addition the Society usually arranges a 
visit to a local garden or flower show 
and holds its own Open Gardens 
event in the Parish. 

For many people the activities of our 
Society are a fundamental 
representation of rural village life. 



The Society is concerned by the possibility of large housing developments 
changing the character of the community.  Whilst increased housing does 
potentially increase the membership of the Society, our experience is that 
it does not produce a proportional increase.   

Our membership is currently 178 and this has remained largely static 
since the Society formed in 1973 although there has been a slight 
reduction in the last 5 years.  The addition of 76 new homes in 2009 was a 
13% increase in the Parish housing but it did not result in an increase in 
our membership.  About 18% of households in the Parish contribute to 
the membership of the Society but for the new developments only 12% of 
households have added to our membership. 

The Village Hall meets our needs 
very well.  It would be helpful to 
have improved storage available 
but it is manageable.  It is well 
sited in the centre of the Parish 
and the village of East Hoathly.  

The parking available for our events at the Village Hall is only just 
adequate.  On Show days the car park is full and the approach roads are 
often encumbered with parked cars unloading people and produce.  
Improved parking in the centre of East Hoathly would be beneficial and 
safer.


